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REVIEWS A N D  NOTICES O F  BOOKS. 

Operative Surgery. By J. SHELTON HORSLET, M.D., F.A.C.S., Attending Surgeon, St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, Richmond, Va. Large 8vo. Pp. 721, with 613 illustrations. 1921. London: 
Henry Kimpton. 52s. (id. net. 

IN the opening sentence of the preface, the author states that particular stress has been laid upon 
the preservation of physiological function and the interpretation of the biological processes that 
follow surgical operations, and he has succeeded in keeping this object to  the fore. Throughout 
the work i t  is apparent that a sound knowledge of general principles underlies the methods described 
and the application of technical details. The earlier chapters on biological principles and surgical 
drainage are original and stimulating, and form a very good introduction to  operative surgery. 
The author does not claim to have included all surgical operations, but only those which he has 
himself found to be best suited to  the indications for interference. 

In a book of this size, i t  is doubtless difficult to apportion space with due regard to  the relativc 
importance of the various subjects; but we think that for a general text-book some relatively 
imporhnt operations are not fully dealt with. For instance, plastic surgery is discussed very 
exhaustively, whereas to the surgery of the thyroid gland, a much more important subject to  the 
general surgeon, is allotted only four pages. No doubt the section on plastic surgery is good ; the 
descriptions are supported by many illustrations, and in some cases by photographs of the 
author’s own patients, both before operation and when sufficient time has elapsed to show the final 
results. The chapters on the surgery of the blood-vessels are very complete, and contain a good 
account of the author’s method of blood-vessel suture, while only a reasonable amount of space 
is given to  the ligature of vessels in continuity. 

In the chapter dealing with operations on the nerves, the author shows his real grasp of liis 
subject when he writes (pp. 149, 150) : ‘‘ Much of the disagreement in the value of results of nerve 
‘suture, and particularly of nerve transplantation, is due to  the fact that some nerves regenerate 
more promptly and more satisfactorily than others, and that in some individuals the nerve-tissue 
will regenerate very much better than in other individuals. In  a young healthy child, complete 
regeneration is much more probable than in an adult. Experimental work in the lower animals 
may show better result,s in nerve surgery than are obtained clinically, whereas in tissue of less 
delicacy there is not the same difference in regeneration between the lower animals and man.” 

The chapters on bone surgery contain a good deal that is open to controversy, such as the 
advocacy of the use of medullary plug-grafts and the uncompromising attitude towards the 
employment of plates, for on p. 161 we read that “ a  steel or iron plate should have no place 
in modern bone surgery ”. For the treatment of bone cavities, Moorhof’s paste is recommended, 
and the author appears to prefer it to  other methods, which are merely mentioned and not 
described in detail. 

In the section devoted to  amputations, very little is said about the kineplastic method, and 
there is certainly nothing in the brief references to  the method to encourage the reader to  try it. 
The Dean Lewis method of excising the whole (sic) breast is described in some detail, and no less 
tliaii €our illnstrations are devoted to this unsurgical procedure. For umbilical hernia, the aut,hor 
expresses great confideiicc in the Mayo operation; but in this, as in othcr similar instances, no 
statistical evidence is given. 

Many of the newer operations are described and figured, as for instance the Kondolbon plan 
for the treatment of elephantiasis. The treatment of Dupuytren’s contraction, as described, is 
too complicated and severe, and no mention is made of the necessity for prolonged and careful 
aftcr-treatment. Similarly, the method of controlling liaemorrhage after suprapubic prostatectomy 
by weight extension through the urethra, on gauze packed into the prostatic cavity, seems unneces- 
sarily severe. 

Generally speaking, the book is well illustrated, but many of the pictures are unreal, and the 
patients as depicted are all far too good-looking. In many ways they compare unfavourably with 
the picturcs in the older books where the subjects are clearly sufferers from disease, as, for instance, 
some of the wonderful drawings from the pencil of Sir Charles Bell ! The nomenclature of many 
of the methods is unfamiliar, and perhaps this would not strike the reader were i t  not that liberties 
are so often taken with old and classical names, as, for instance, when the original incision for 
excision of the upper jaw, always associated with the names of Fergusson and Dieffenbach, is 
credited to  Weber. The spelling of proper names is sometimes lax-McEwen in one place, aud 
correctly as Macewen in another, and so on. 

These,. however, are minor criticisms of a good book which gives an interesting accoiint of 
contemporary American operative surgery. 




